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6 Phonological system and orthographic conventions

No orthography has been previously proposed for Mupun. There is, however, an orthog-

raphy used in the few Mwaghavul publications, which are mainly of a religious nature.

Since only a few speakers of Mupun are familiar with the Mwaghavul orthography, I de-

cided that there is no reason to adopt for Mupun the orthographic conventions proposed for

Mwaghavul. The orthographic conventions I am proposing below are a compromise be-

tween the phonological and phonetic properties ofMupun and the orthographic conventions

of English, the writing system with which all of the educated speakers of Mupun are

already familiar.

6.1 Underlying vowels

Short Long

All symbols used to represent the underlying segments are used in the orthographic

system.

6.2 Phonetic vowels

Short Long

Shwa, both short and long, seems to be derived from either /u/ or HI. Although I do

not postulate shwa to be an underlying vowel, nevertheless I represent it in the orthogra-
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phy, using the symbol '3*. The reason for representing it in the orthographic system is the

fact that I am not always able to determine whether shwa comes from an underlying l'\l or

an underlying /u/. In some future orthography this character can be replaced by a letter or a

combination of letters more readily available on standard keyboards. It is also likely that

given enough time, we may be able to establish for all words containing the phonetic shwa

its underlying source, and thus represent it properly by either u or i.

Long vowels are represented by double letters, viz. aa, ee, etc. Sequences of low

vowel followed by a high vowel are represented by using the vowel symbols, e.g. ai, au,

etc. Sequences of high vowel followed by low vowel are represented by a symbol for ap-

propriate glide followed by a vowel. Thus /ia/, lid are represented by ya, ye. Sequences

of /ua/, /ue/ are represented by wa, we, etc. This convention reflects the phonetic realiza-

tion of the sequences and also seems to be more in accord with the reading habits (formed

in reading English) of the speakers of Mupun.

6.3 Underlying consonants and glides

Labial Alveolar Palatal Velar

Stops
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The letter h may represent two different sounds in the present system. In most cases it

represents the velar, voiced, fricative [y]. In a few cases in word initial position it repre-

sents the glottal , voiceless, fricative [h]. All of those cases are appropriately noted in the

dictionary. Thus when there is no special note, the letter h should be interpreted as repre-

senting the velar, voiced, fricative consonant.

Nasal prefixes are consistently represented by the symbol n. The nasal prefix assimi-

lates to the following consonant, and it may be realized as [m], [q], [ji], or [n].

All word final stops are voiceless and unreleased. 'Alveolar' stops impressionistically

are more dental than alveolar. The glottal stop occurs only in word initial position when the

first underlying segment is the vowel /a/. The glottal stop is thus not represented in the

orthography.

All palatalized consonants result from the assimilation processes triggered by the fol-

lowing high front vowel or by the palatal ghde, and therefore they are not represented by a

separate letter in the orthography. The palatal [§] is a result of assimilation processes

caused by either the preceding or the following high front vowel. Whenever a high front

vowel follows /s/, the feature [front] is completely absorbed by the consonant, and a fusion

obtains whereby s + i —> 5. In the Jipaari dialect I have also heard palatalized [I'J in word

final position in the speech of some speakers. I do not represent this in the orthographic

system.
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6.4 Phonetic consonants and glides

Labial Alveolar

Stops

Voiced
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first letter, thus da, 6e, indicates that the whole sequence has the same tone. An interesting

characteristic of Mupun is the fact that nouns display what appears to be a different tonal

scale from the one displayed by verbs. There are only three phonetic realizations of tone in

the nominal system: high , low
"

" ", mid " " ". Most verbs have impressionistically

mid, high, and a high-falling tone. A relatively small number of verbs have a low tone.

The tone markers occur over the nasal consonants in word initial position and over the

vowels.


